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Peace Region gets a Major Funding Boost  

with Fire Schools and Fire Wagon Project  
 

By Heather Fossum & Nadia Mori 

Learning about fire hose practices . Right: Learning about pump  
troubleshooting  (April 23rd, Aitken Creek Wildland Fire Training). 

The Peace River Forage Association (PRFA) of BC has received funding for the ñTraining and Acquisition 
of Wildfire Response Equipment,ò also known as the ñFire Schools and Fire Wagonsò project.   Total   
project funding is $644,728 with $432,000 allocated to the two Fire Wagons (Wildfire Structural           
Protection Unit Trailers) and the remaining to providing Fire Schools (Wildland Fire Training).  

The PRFA will implement the project and manage the Fire 
Wagons in collaboration with community partners, including 
the long-term maintenance of the trailers and equipment.  
Northern Fire WoRx and Shifting Mosaics Inc will provide    
certified BC Wildfire instructors for Wildland Fire Training and 
wildfire expertise throughout the project. 

The PRFAôs mandate & mission:    
support & foster the forage industry 
through meaningful information      
sharing, research collaborations,     
applied field demonstrations and   
membership network building. 

What will the project do? 
 

Fire Schools & Fire Wagons (1) empowers agriculture producers to protect their infrastructure & assets, 
(2) provides rural community protection and resources in the Peace Region in emergency response    
situations pertaining to wildfire, and (3) furthers the goals of the association in support of a viable/
sustainable industry. 
 
How will the project do it? 
 

The Fire Schools & Fire Wagons project will  
a) acquire 2 wildfire structural protection trailers (Fire Wagons ) and strategically locate them in Peace 
Region (with producers who have pre-existing experience with wildland firefighting), 

b) train agriculture producers in the safe and proper use of equipment to effectively fight wildfire, 
c) train and implement proper maintenance & care of the acquired equipment, and  
d) maintain a database of trained agriculture producers & facilitate annual recertification requirements.  
 
Why is this project needed in the Peace? 
 

Wildfires that rage across the landscape of northeast BC leave many producers to defend their             
infrastructure without outside assistance.  In the face of unprecedented wildfire combined with severe 
drought, it is apparent that there are limited resources to assist agriculture producers.   Wildfire response 
in rural areas like northeast BC are limited by two factors: trained personnel and response specific   
equipment. 

 

Agriculture producers are naturally inclined to assist neighbors during emergencies like wildfire response 
and there is significant opportunity to ruralize wildland firefighting. This means training and certifying    
agriculture producers and providing them with the necessary equipment to not only protect agriculture 
infrastructure but also be a trained resource available for BC Wildfire Service when needed in the fire 
season. 

 

Fire Schools & Fire Wagons offers a meaningful opportunity to increase trained personnel in rural areas, 
and reduce loss of infrastructure, livestock & livelihoods within the Peace Regionôs agriculture community.  
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Intermediate Wildland Fire Training:       
intended for agriculture producers who have 
received basic Wildland Fire Training and are 
able/willing to step into a leadership role     
during rural wildfire emergency responses.  
This training will include concepts around 
guard construction, initial attack and working 
with heavy equipment. Participants will also 
increase their understanding of the Incident 
Command Structure (ICS) and language    
employed during an emergency response. 
 

Care & Maintenance of Equipment Training 
will be hosted at each of the Fire Wagon     
locations and include proper maintenance of 
equipment following deployment, ongoing   
inventory needs, safety inspection and       
winterizing equipment  
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Project Activities 

 

Year 1: (1) Acquire 2 Fire Wagons.   
(2) Spring ï provide basic Wildland Fire Training  
(3) Fall ï provide care and maintenance of equipment 
training. 
 

Year 2: (1) Spring ï provide basic Wildland Fire 
Training and intermediate Wildland Fire Training,  
(2) Fall ï provide care and maintenance of equipment 
training, (3) provide recertification of previous training 
participants. 
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 The PRFA of BC received funding for Training & Acquisition of Wildfire Response Equipment (aka Fire Schools & Fire Wagons) 
through the IAF Food Security Emergency Planning & Preparedness Fund.  The project will continue until Dec 31, 2025. 

ñFire Schools & Fire Wagons is a grassroots          
initiative for the people of the north, by the people 
of the north.  It provides support to train rural people 
of northeastern BC and to put proper gear into their 
hands.  Showing up to a wildfire with training, a Mark 3 
pump & 11/2 inch hose makes a difference.  

If there are wildfires in other parts of the province, like we saw in 2023, our region has limited resources 
to fight wildfire.  Training rural people of northeast BC to defend their properties and their neighbors from 
wildfire will allow them to be part of the solution.  Providing GEAR to rural people on top of TRAINING 
will be an absolute GAME CHANGER in our regions ability to respond to wildfire.   

Training and gear to the first boots on scene in rural communities can both ruralize wildfire fighting and 
assist BC Wildfire Services in fighting wildfires in our region.ò Sonja Leverkus, Northern Fire WoRx. 

https://www.dlfpickseed.ca/western-canada


Certification in these 
courses is required by 
BC Wildfire Service for 
all personnel to be    
allowed to work on a  
fire in the province. 
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Wildland Fire Training: April 8-10th at Aitken 
Creek,  51 participants (27 participants on April 
8-9th and 24 participants on April 9-10th). 

April 8-9th Group April 9-10th Group 

April 8-9th Group 

FIRE SCHOOLS (Wildland Fire Training) 
 

When the proposal for óTraining and Acquisition of Wildfire Response Equipmentô (Fire Schools and Fire 
Wagons) was submitted Dec 2023, the plan included two Fire Schools in the spring of 2024.  However, 
due to the lack of snow over the winter and continuing drought conditions throughout the BC Peace,    
Nadia Mori (PRFA Coordinator) and Sonja Levercus (Northern Fire WoRx and Shifting Mosaics) decided 
to offer 6 Fire Schools at a subsidized rate in order to train as many ranchers and rural residents as    
possible.  Sonjaôs crew at Northern Fire WoRx normally gives 1 Fire School a year with 20 participants.  
This spring they geared up for 6 Fire Schools with up to 25 participants each. 
 

The 2 day Fire Schools included training & exams for ICS100, S100 and S185 which are recognized by 
the BC Wildfire Service.  Incident Command Systems 100 (ICS100) was pre-training course work that 
students submitted at the training.  Day 1 was in the classroom with instructor Ralph Kermer; it included 
S100 Basic Fire Suppression & Safety and after supper S185 Fire Entrapment Avoidance & Safety.    
Day 2 was hands on learning in the field with instructors Josh, Shayne, David, Don, Tom and  Sonja. 

ñWe were involved in fighting fires in Murdale 
area last year.  From seeing that I realized I 
wanted to learn more about fire behavior.  
There are 12 people from my neighborhood 
also taking the training .ò  Marcus Eby 

ñWhile we went through the evacuation last 
year I realized that I didnôt know all the risk  
factors and how to mitigate them.  I didnôt feel 

equipped with the knowledge I had.ò   
Matthias Loeseken 
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Ignition practice.  

Photo credit: Sonja Leverkus 



ñI found the S-185 module (Entrapment) interesting; there were a lot of tips 
and guidelines on how to manage entrapment.  During the 2nd day we got 
to roll/unroll hose, trouble-shoot pump issues, and run the pump and hose set up. Iôve always wanted to 
use a Mark3 pump - Man, are they loud!  We were invited to join a prescribed burn happening nearby and 
were able to test other equipment on an actual fire (such as torches, red dragon pyro-shot, collapsible 
wildland fire bags/backpack, drip torch, etc.).   
I'm already thinking about how to do prescribed burns at our place now!ò  Gaston Schaeffer  
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Wildland Fire Training: April 22-24th at Aitken Creek,  
54 participants (28 participants on April 22-23rd and 26 
participants on April 23-24th). 

ñThe course helped put what may seem like common 
sense into a safe sequence of procedures & terminology.  
I also really enjoyed the practical part of the training with 
experienced fire fighters.ò      Rob Larson 

April 22-23rd Group 

ñDay 1 was a very interesting but intense classroom    
session of learning about wildfires.  Our instructor, Ralph Kermer, was very passionate about the subject 
and helped by adding some very relevant stories of his past experience.  Day 2 we moved through five 
different stations. 1) Pump startup and priming; 2) Hose laying, connecting and restricting; 3) Pump    
troubleshooting & quick repairs; 4) Hose rollup into ómelonsô; and 5) a verbal exam about LACES. 
 

At the end of the day we were able to assist with an actual prescribed burn lead by Jack T & the crew. 
There was lots of good discussion as we planned the burn and determined what the outcome should be. 
Also we considered the safety factors & our evac plan if required. 
 

This is one of the most practical courses I have taken personally, and it will help me to prepare for the 
day I have to deal with a fire on my property.ò          Darwin Linford 

April 22-23rd Group 

April 23-24th Group 

ñMany thanks to our 
gracious hosts, the 
Thiessenôs for the re-
freshments throughout 
the day and supper.ò  
Darwin Linford Photo credit: Gaston Schaeffer 
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Ralph Kermer 


