Learning & Fun at the Healthy Forage
from the Ground Up Event By Nadia Mori , PAg

In a discussion on forage fertility, Norm Dueck with Heartland Soil and Crop Solutions, explains how soil samples were taken
across the various bale grazing sites.
With over 50 people joining us for our first big field
event after a bit of a hiatus due to meeting
restrictions, it seemed everybody was eager to get
together for learning, networking, and a bit of fun.
Sherrie and Aron Collins welcomed us at their
ranch Collins Cattle Co. near Rose Prairie. The
threat of rain and saturated soils from heavy
downpours in the days before the event, did not
stop attendees from joining us to learn more about
bale grazing, soil nutrient management, and field
scouting techniques.

Inspecting a bale grazing site from last winter.
From left to right: Nadia Mori, Norm Dueck (Heartland Soil
and Crop Solutions), and Aron Collins (Collins Cattle Co).

Heather Fossum and daughter Alyse welcoming attendees at
the registration table.

Starting us off were Sherrie and Aron Collins with
their farm history and how they stumbled into bale
grazing as a winter-feeding practice through a
lucky accident. Aron answered questions from
fellow farmers and ranchers on how he fine-tuned
his bale grazing practice over the years to help
him re-build pastures rather than having to break
and re-seed them.
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Learning & Fun at the Healthy Forages
from the Ground Up Event
continued…….
Next up was Norm Dueck, certified crop advisor
with Heartland Soil and Crop Solutions. Although
Norm is based out of Vanderhoof, he supports
various farmers in the Peace region and shared
some of his key observations on which nutrients
are generally lacking and how soils could be supported to grow higher yielding and healthy crops.
Before the field day, Norm had soil sampled four
fields which were bale grazed in 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2022 respectively. For comparison, he
also sampled an adjacent hay field which had not
received any bale grazing treatment yet. Norm
compared getting soil testing results to receiving a
Christmas present to see what he might find in
there. It was a great opportunity to showcase
what stories soils can tell and how bale grazing
had changed some of the soil properties over the
sequence of years.

At the Rose Prairie Hall, Norm Dueck demystifies the soil test
results from the Collins ranch bale grazing fields.
While looking at fields, soils, and plants,
attendees worked up an appetite and welcomed
the delicious meal catered by Chris and the Red
Barn Eatery out of Charlie Lake. The centre piece
of the meal was a BBQ roast with beef raised by
Aron and Sherrie Collins. Zoe with Zonuts,
spoiled us with her fresh and handmade donuts,
which she generously donated to the event, for a
sweet ending to the meal. To everybody’s delight,
Deborah Butler and Brian T. Collins rounded out
the evening with live country music. In the spirit of
supporting forage and livestock producers, they
too generously donated their talents to the event.

Nadia Mori introduces Brenna Schilds, Regional Agrologist,
for a hands-on exercise on field scouting techniques.
While out in the field, Brenna Schilds, Regional
Agrologist with the BC Ministry of Agriculture
office in Dawson Creek, walked the group through
a field scouting exercise. Field scouting for plant
establishment, weeds, disease, and insects can
provide valuable input for management decision
making throughout the growing season.
Nadia (PAg, MSc) obtained her Master of
Science along with her acting degree from the
University of Saskatchewan. She has worked
as an extension agrologist for over 10 years
before becoming an independent contractor.
As a voice actor she has voiced a number of
audiobooks available on Audible.
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Deborah Butler and Brian T. Collins entertaining the group
after a delicious supper.

