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Pedigreed Seed 
Did you know that the tag attached to 
your bag of forage seed contains a 
wealth of information?  The seed tag 
provides traceability to producers 
and seed sales companies in case of 
a problem with seed quality.  The 
crop certificate number and lot 
number (also called seed sealing 

number) are necessary for tracking 
each bag of seed. 
 
Official tags are attached to all graded 
seed and company tags are used on 
common seed.  Official seed tags are 
issued by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA). 

The year the crop 
was produced 

Province the seed 
grower comes from 

Seed grower 
number 

Pedigreed class 
of seed 

Assigned by the Canadian 
Seed Growers Association 

Seed sealing     
number - assigned 
by CFIA or  any 
registered firm 

Grade: 
Foundation (white tag) 
Registered (purple tag) 
Certified (blue tag) 
Common (company tag) 

Crop kind and variety  
included  for pedigree seed 
(i.e. certified seed or higher) 

Class of seed: 
No. 1 - higher purity and % 
germination 
No. 2 - lower purity and % 
germination 

Contacts: 
 

Golden Acre Seeds 

Heather Kerschbaumer 

(780) 835-4508 
 

Peace River Seed Coop 

Janet Roy 

(780) 765-3737 
 

Sandra Burton 

(250) 789- 6885 

Forage Seed Forage 

Fact: 
Purchasing good quality 

forage seed is valuable 

for successful forage 

production.  In this 

forage fact there is 

information relating to: 

 Pedigreed seed and 

tags - page 1 

 Common seed and 

tags - page 2 

 Seed testing 

certificates - page 3 

 Conversations with 

seed companies - 

pages 2 and 4 

Resource: 
 

How to Purchase High 
Quality Forage Seed.  
Agri-Facts, Government 
of Alberta. June 2009. 



Page 2 Seeding Your Knowledge 

Common Seed  
Common seed is seed that did not meet one or 
more of the qualifications of pedigreed seed or seed 
that is an older generation.  It does not need to be 
field inspected or graded by an accredited lab.  The  
Canada Seeds Acts and Regulation still hold this 
type of seed accountable for purity and germination.  
Common seed does not equal weedy seed, it only 
means it did not meet the high standards to be  
graded as pedigreed seed.  This may be due to  
having 84% germination instead of 85% or having 
one weed seed instead of zero.  In the Peace      
Region common seed is grown to such high     

standards that it can have fewer weeds present than 
pedigreed seed.  This is where seed testing         
certificates are handy to reveal germination, purity 
and weed content before purchasing.   
 
Common seed can be a mixture of varieties from 
different sources.  When seed mixtures contain one 
or more kinds of common seed then the official CFIA 
seed tags cannot be used and seed companies 
need to use their own  tags (see Golden Acre Seeds 
example below).  These tags still can be used for 
traceability by producers and seed companies. 

Seed company logo and 
contact information 
 

Seed sealing number - 
assigned by CFIA or  any 
registered firm 

Seed mixtures or blends 
must show the name and 
amount of each species 
present in the mix 

Golden Acre Seeds 
A conversation with Heather Kerschbaumer of  
Golden Acres Seeds is what sparked our interest in 
sharing information about seed tags and certificates. 
 
How long has Golden Acre Seeds been in operation 
and what crop kinds are cleaned? 
Heather Kerschbaumer: Golden Acres is a family 
owned business that incorporated in 1987 from a 
cereal cleaning plant to a forage cleaning plant, due 
to the demand of forage seed in the region.  We 
clean the majority of grasses and legumes grown 
here, even some reclamation grasses.  Reclamation 
grasses are becoming a niche market and due to 
our smaller size we can  afford to take the time to 
grow and clean them.  We supply seed to not only 
the Peace Region but all over Canada and the US. 
 
Do many companies and/or producers ask to see a 
seed testing certificate before purchase? 
Heather Kerschbaumer:  It is becoming more and 

more common for companies using seed for        
reclamation to look at the seed testing certificate.  
Producers still are not as aware it is available and 
just trust that the seed is the highest quality       
available.  In the spring, we  promote that seed    
testing certificates are available for every batch of 
seed we have. 
 
Some people say it is difficult to find alfalfa grown in 
the Peace Region, do you agree?  Why or why not? 
Heather Kerschbaumer: This is partially true from 
year to year as it all depends on the weather.    
Finding seed the last three years was easy due to 
the warmer temperatures.  However, due to the 
cooler summer, it will be harder to find seed this 
spring.  It also may be harder for seed companies to 
supply all the varieties that companies and/ or     
producers are looking for.  Organic alfalfa is also 
expanding in our area, with much of it being export-
ed to the United States for alfalfa sprout production.   
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Seed Testing Certificate 
Germination, content of weed seeds and amount of 
pure seed are all concerns regarding purchasing 
any type of seed.  The Canada Seeds Act and   
Regulations governs the grading of all pedigreed 
seed (certified seed and higher).  All graded seed 

has a seed testing certificate that is available to   
producers to look at before purchasing.  Below is an 
example of the information producers will gain from 
a seed testing certificate.  These tests are carried 
out by an accredited laboratory. 

TZ = Tetrazolium test (only 
applicable to cereals) -      
determines percent viable 
seed 

Germination - percent of 
seeds that grow 
Hard Seeds (only relevant to 
legume seeds) - seeds still 
included in germination 
Pure Living Seed - seed that 
is pure and viable 

Pure Seed = crop seed only 
Inert Matter = stems, seed 
husks, dirt, etc. 

Signed and stamped by    
accredited seed analyst.  
Place and Date of analysis. 
 

Seed testing certificate number Crop Kind and Variety Crop certificate number Seed sealing number (lot number) 

 

 



Compiled by: Talon Johnson and Sandra Burton. 
Seeding Your Knowledge Funded in cooperation with:  

Peace Region Forage Seed Association and Peace River Forage Association of BC. 
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Peace River Seed Co-op Ltd 

What role does the Peace River Seed Co-op Ltd play 
in the seed industry? 
Janet Roy: Peace River Seed Co-op (PRSC) have 
been cleaning and selling seed in the Peace Region for 
50yrs.  As a cooperative, producers have the option to 
purchase a membership and gain benefits, although 
producers can sell seed to PRSC without being a 
member.  PRSC started with one location in Rycroft, 
then three years ago bought Wildrose Seeds in 
Sexsmith.  We now clean seed at both plants.  In 
Rycroft, we clean fescues and a little timothy; and in 
Sexsmith: bromegrasses, clover, alfalfa and the bulk of 
the timothy in the region. The seed cleaned comes 
from all over the Peace Region, stretching as far as 
Westlock, Fort St. John, Manning and High Level.   
 
Do we need to be able to trace seed back to growers? 
Janet Roy: Being able to trace seed back to growers 
comes down to finding solutions for problems with 
seed quality.  It is also important to some growers 
when planting retail seed, for example, knowing the 
area where is was grown.  We need to be able to find 
the answer to any problems and ensure that bags of 
seed that went to other producers are not experiencing 
the same issues.  Record keeping is very important 
and all the information for pedigreed seed is monitored 
under our Authorized Establishment agreement with 
CFIA and the Canadian Seed Institute.  
 
What is a Certificate of Analysis and who can obtain it? 
Janet Roy:  When grading seed, a series of tests are 
done to obtain the percent of pure seed present, 
number and classification of weed seeds and the 
percent germination.  These determine the class of 
seed (i.e. Certified No. 1 or Certified No. 2).  All seed 
cleaned has a Certificate of Analysis and is available to 
producers purchasing seed.  This is very useful to 
determine the quality of the seed but, unfortunately, not 
many producers ask to look at it. 
 
Should producers buy each variety separately and mix 
them or purchase custom forage seed mixtures? 
Janet Roy:  They can do either, sometimes farmers 
seed meadow bromegrass separately as it does not 
flow through normal seeding equipment very well so 
mixing it themselves is a feasible option. 

What is the purpose of paying more for certified seed 
versus common seed? 
Janet Roy:  In my opinion, this depends on the purpose 
of the purchase.  If it is being used for production, then 
certified or foundation seed should definitely be used 
because it will be true to variety and the farmer will 
know what he has.  If foundation is planted, they can 
advertise the variety name for the certified seed that is 
harvested. It will have all the characteristics of that 
certain variety, for example, behavior in certain 
climates, soil types and different varieties often have 
different uses.  On the other hand, with common seed, 
the variety name cannot be advertised, only the kind 
and grade such as Common No.1 or Common No.2.  
Common seed can be used for production as well but 
mostly for pasture, hay & lawn mixtures with various 
grades.  Common seed is often just as clean as 
certified and is cheaper, but the variety name is not 
attached so one is absolutely sure where it came from, 
unless there is proof that it was planted from certified 
seed to start with.  If you plant certified, you get 
common.  If you plant foundation seed, you get 
certified.  Foundation and certified will have a variety 
name attached. 
 
Is it true that custom forage seed mixtures are of lower 
purity, germination and quality? 
Janet Roy:  Lawn mixes follow a different set of 
guidelines than standard seed so it is possible to have 
lower purity and quality.  All of our blends are graded 
and tagged reflecting the seed put in the mixture 
though so the buyer knows he has Common No.1 or 
Common No.2.  Some farmers like cheaper mixes for 
pasture and don’t mind the odd couchgrass in it.   
 
Do custom seed mixtures tend to contain the maximum 
allowable weed content? 
Janet Roy:  No they don’t.  Most processors in this 
region put retail quality seed in most of the blends 
unless the buyer instructs us otherwise.  Sometimes 
people use Common No. 2 seed as a cost saving 
measure, if the use is for “the pasture out back” or 
whatever.  For example, a little couchgrass goes a long 
way for buffalo pasture because it survives when they 
tread on it.  


