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Buick, BC Thiessen cattle grazing a cocktail cover crop August 31, 2015 (Buick, BC)
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Table 1Thiessen Cover Crop Field History Field Layout
Field AOIld
2004 Cleared by previous owner
2004 2012 Left and established its Left and aspen stand
to pasture grew back
2012 Thiessens acquired land
Winter 20134 Cleared young aspen
stand
Fall 2014 Worked with heavy dis| Piled logs & disced
Spring 2015 Seeded to cocktail cover crop May 30th
Fall 2015 Grazed by 141 cow/calf pairs
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Thiessens seedalddbol eatrhedeep and bring them closer
the mix in Table 2. As (roots are also aiding inage
cover crops are meant to are burrowing through arey
objectives and one specielLegumes have the abilityoft
the objectives identifiedreducing the need for néesr
role each species is hogand brassicas are good weec¢
grasses, vetch and clovercover large areas SO wre ¢ d
soi l erosion and increasBrassicas ar e especialdy
Brassicas however ar e tsuppl ement al grazing as t h
redistributing nutrients have too high water cont:emmte
Table 2Union Forage | g | O 5 - g T
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Legumes
15% Hairy vetch G F Y F Y G
o rayv Table Legend
5% Crimson clover Y F Y F
G =good
50% 4010 Forage pe P P P Y F P Y F | F=fair
Grasses P = poor
_ Y =yes
5.5% ltalian ryegrass G | G N G N/A F N = no
75%Pearimilet |G| G | F | N | G | F | NA F | N/A=not applicable
7.5% Sorghum G N | G Y | G | G The table to the left is
Brassicas recreated from a more
: . extensive rating table in:
5% Winfred brassica| P P G N G G N/A P G | Apnuval Cover Crop
2.5% Grazaradish | P P G N G G Y P G | Options for Grazing and
o Haying in the Northern
0
1% Ethiopian cabb. | P P G N G G N/A P G PlainsMay 2015. North
1% Hunter brassica | P P G N G G N/A P G | Dakota State University.
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Above: Old cleared area July 16, 2015.
Below: Old cleared area Sept 14, 2015.

High Quality Forage
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The Thiessensdé objectives with tF
order of i mportance):

1. To have high quality forage for
their cow/calf pairs.

2. To have a crop actively growin:

aspen regrowth in the newly cl ec
3. To improve the overall health of

activity.

The crop was seeded at the end o
seeder and it started raining at
moi sture prevented them from maki
harrows to ensure all the seed ha
t o t he uneven natur e of t he gr
recommended seeding depth of 1/ 40
l eft sitting on top of the ground
moi sture was received until the Db
Brassicas grow very quickly and i
be gr a& ewde eks ft'¢r TBlreded ngpeci es
an innate abillty to go dor-nBabnt
days before they start to wilt.
moi sture to carry them to maturi
these species were not over matur
cows were turned in to graze at t
hoped to graze this crop a couple
the dry growing conditions.

Table 3Nutrient content of different species in the field
cleared previousy)and the new cleariig

Tables 3 and 4 are a summarpged@f | @Gumesa NGdstsS | Brassit&sn €
on each group of forage ,
brassicasdl dind cttheearings. CrudgRretey 11.4 17.5 18.7
samples were taken Sept 14, 20AhS5H 326 20.7 19.0
The brassicas have the hi ghesfprcrade p Bt ei n31.4and
tot al digestible nutrients (TD& Thes pl ants wer
still l ush and green when he EBmp§3ess 7er26 col®ected
These were the only speci es Calciunh a 0.80 h|gd\46r p2iBt ei n
|l evel s in the newly cleared The mar speci
in the sample sent for anal QSPhQrOlWFQJPA' Wi ndl? }tizr‘laqsic
and Graza radish, as other Spec'eL%guMé%,r%raés&ClBFbgs%d§ in
the mix at |l ow amounts a H—Ss—wefr—e—e+—FF—+—eut+t t
find. Crude Prote 10.7 15.1 24.2
The grass sample contained puré\'PFy I3§-4alia%2-orye&]r-7ass a
t he mill et and sorghum di ed QDR AB9 e t ggogt heq74ry
weat her t hroughout June and JUIDi\I Peas, clover and
vetch were all present in the T guﬁpe5 san?&?e b (P wer e
very mature when collected. Calciun 0.73 0.30 2.02
Phosphorot 0.22 0.21 0.37




